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For the Gospel Advocate. 
TO THE PUBLIC. 


“ They that forsake the law praise the 
wicked ; but such as keep the law contend 
with them.” Prov. xxviii. 4. 

It is peculiarly painful to one who feels a 
lively interest in the cause of gospel truth, 
to be so circumstanced as either to suffer un- 
merited abuse himself, or to repel the at- 
tacks of another, by exposing to the view of 
the world a course of conduct, which only 
needs to be known to be deprecated by 
every man of liberal feelings ahd enlighten- 
ed views. But, such is not unfrequently the 
case, and such are the reasous which lead 
to the following statement of facts. 

On the 4th inst. I entered into conversa- 
tion with a Mr. Hopkins, a clergyman of 
the Episcopal Church, at the house of Mr. 
Mesler, (near Niagara Falls) when the sub- 

ject of religion was introduced, and shortly 
eventuated in some remarks on doctrinal 
ideas. Having been informed that on former 
occasions, our friend Mr. H. had indulged 
himself in saying, that if universalism was 
true, “it mattered not what men should do ; 
that they might as well murder, lie, rob and 
steal, as to let it alone, &c. &c.” I was led 
to suppose him ignorant of the sentiment 
which he had opposed, and asked him if he 
was well acquainted with our doctrine. In 
reply he observed, that he had never been 
well informed as to the particular tenets of 
our order, but that he knew enough about 
it, to be satisfied, that the doctrine led to li- 
centiousness, and that he felt it his duty as a 
minister of the gospel, to oppose it. I then 
said to him, that if he opposed universad- 
ism, I should have no objection, but begged 
him not to misrepresent our sentiments, and 
thus deceive his hearers with respect to our 
doctrine. In the course of our conversation, 
in speaking of the licentiousness of the doc- 
trine of God’s love to the world, the decla- 
ration of Paul to Titus ii. 11, 12. was quot- 
ed by me to show the fallacy of his objec- 
tion. I referred him to the marginal read- 
ing, which is this :—“ For the grace of God, 
that bringeth salvation to all men hath ap- 
peared, teaching us, that denying ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts, we should live sober- 





ly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world ;” &c. It will readily be perceived 
by the reader, that this reading of the pas- 
sage would afford a strong argument in fa- 
vor of the final salvation of all men; and 
also that it would be an insurmountable 
barrier against the fashionable cant of the 
bad tendency of our sentiment. This gave 
rise to what follows. Mr. H. contended that 
the text was correct as it stands in our com- 
mon bibles, which reads thus ;—“ For the 
grace of God, that bringeth salvation, hath 
appeared to all men,” &c. This led me to 
ask him, {G> What is that grace of God 
which bringeth salvation ; which has alrea- 
dy appeared to all men? The answer of 
Mr. Hopkins, as I then understood him, 
and as I still am confident it was, amounts 
to thiss—That this grace of God which 
bringeth salvation; which hath appeared 
to all men, was the LicuT OF NATURE! or, 
in other words—the light which lighteth ev- 
ery man that cometh into the world ! 

The reason of my being thus particular, 
is, to show the reader, the whole proceed- 
ing in miniature, that he may be the better 
enabled to judge of the matter of difference 
between us. After the above conversation 
was closed, and some other topics discuss- 
ed, Mr. H. observed, as he had frequently 
done before, that he was averse to any per- 
sonal altercation, but was willing to meet 
me in public, and under suitable regulations 
to discuss the subject in a fair and honorable 
manner. I readily acceded to his proposals, 
and as to the order of the debate, was gov- 
erned entirely by his wishes. The next 
Wednesday, was agreed upon, as the day 
to meet, and in compliance with the arrange- 
ment we met. Rev. Mr. Crane and Gen. 
P. Whitney, were appointed as moderators, 
and our preconcerted plan of procedure, 
was recapitulated and agreed to, by both 
parties; we repaired to the school-house. 
when we united in solemn and devout pray- 
er by Brother Morton. 

Were we demons incarnate, it would 
seem impossible not to have been softened 
into submissive worshippers at the throne of 
grace, when listening to the words of our 
brother, in his struggle for the blessing ! 
Never, no never did I feel a more generous 
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glow of love to God and man! While wrapt 
in a feeling of generous enthusiasm, for the | 


cause of the Blessed God, and while my 
heart beat in unison to the honied accents 


of “Lord God Almighty lead us all into! 


thy truth,” my eyes were led to the silvered 
head of my antagonist. Ah, thought I, you 
are not far from the kingdom of heaven! 
Soon you will learn by sweet experience, 
that “God is Love,”—although you yet 
see but as through a glass darkly, yet, but 
a few short years will roll you into the arms 


of your Redeemer, and then shall we in-, 


deed be united in the bonds of everlasting 
love! With such impressions, and such 
feelings, I arose to speak in honor of my | 
Master, the God of Love. If I was engaged, 
it was because I felt the importance of the | 
duty which then devolved upon me. Did I 
betray a zealous warmth in defending from 
the attacks of its enemies, the doctrine which 


one struggling for the triumph of the truth. 

Trusting to the fairness of my antagonist 
I thought it unnecessary to guard against 
any * quibbling” on his part; therefore, I 
first stated in a plain and candid manner, 
the three following propositions. 

1. That God in the work of creation, 
providence and grace, had a Will, Design, 
or Plan. 

2. That such plan, design, or will, would 
be accomplished. 

3. That the will of God is, that “ atu 
MEN should be saved and come to a know- 
ledge of the truth.” 

It being put upon me to speak first, and 
not being allowed to reply to Mr. H. but 
ten minutes, it became necessary that I[ 
should not only prove my proposition, but 
also anticipate his objections, and  dis- 


ted me in the introductory argument. I pro- 
ceeded to prove that God had a will or pur- 
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the reader, that unless the three statement: 
were entirely disproved, that the doctrine 
of universalism will stand in defiance of 
the united opposition of all its enemies. Not 
intending to leave a hiding place for my an. 
tagonist, I briefly considered the most of 
those texts which are explained against us 
and among others the text Matt. xxv, 46. 
“ These shall go away,” &c. In Speaking 
of the separation, there mentioned, I ad. 
verted to Matt. xxiv. in connexion with 
Luke xxi. 29—32. Matt. xvi. 27, 28. Luke 
ix. 26, 27. Mark xiii. 27—31. Acts ij, 5— 
21, and Joel ii. 18—20. I contended, and 
by this testimony in connexion with some 
others proved, that this separation was in 
the end of the legal dispensation, and that 
it took place at the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem; and that the dispersion of the Jews 
was the punishment mentioned in the 46th 
ver. of xxv. chap. consequently it could not 
mean endless punishment. 

Among others, I spoke of Mark xvi. 15, 
16. “Go ye into all the world, and preach 


‘the gospel to every creature; he that be- 


lieveth and is baptized, shall be saved ; but 
he that believeth not, shall be damned.” | 
inquired what we must believe in order to 
be saved ? and replied, the Truth, or Gos 
pel whieh is, that in Christ “ all nations and 
families of the earth shall be blessed” —good 
news, * which shall be to all people.” This 
said I, is that which we must believe—and, 
if we doubt it, we are damned. 

After showing that “the goodness of God, 
(and not the fear of hell) leadeth to repent- 
ance, and noticing the assertion he had pre- 
viously made, as above stated, that “ the 
grace of God which had appeared to all 
men, was the light of nature, I took my 
seat, conscious of the integrity of my feel- 
ings, and the truth of my cause. 

After an interval of a few minutes, the 
congregation were seated, the house was 

















pose, by incontestable evidence, adduced | silent; and after the well known ceremony 
from the scriptures and reason. In the se-| was performed, the venerable—the reve- 
cond place, I brought in the testimony of ,rend—the learned Mr. Hopkins, arose 
St. Paul to Eph. i. 8, 9, 10. “ Wherein he ; from his knees; and what ?—and spoke te 
hath abounded towards us in all wisdom , What think ye, reader? Was his language 
and prudence; having made known unto such as would be produced by a conscious- 
‘us the mystery of his will, according to his ness of virtuous intentions ?—Was it in 
good pleasure, which he had purposed in | imitation of that of the meek and lowly Je- 
himself, that in the dispensation of the ful-) sus ?—Was it in the gentle spirit of a Paul! 
ness of times he might gather together in, No! Charity would induce us to believe 


one all things in Christ, both which are in| him possessed of the sincerity of a Saul of 


heaven, and which are on earth, even in 
him. On this and much other testimony 





Tarsus ; but the agitated frame of our anta- 
gonist, the trembling, the modulation of his 


equally plain and strong, I rested my pre- | voice, and his jesticulation, would indicate 


mises, which in themselves were almost | the rottenness of his cause; or some violent 


self-evident. It will readily be perceived by | emotion within, in imitation of “ a mountain 
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in labor ;” the result of which shall be giy-|called,) but proceed to exhibit a darker 
en to the reader in as few words as pos-/ side of the picture. 


sible. 


Notwithstanding I had been explicit in 


He first, (if we may believe him) “ clear- | showing the audience that they must believe 


ed away the rubbish,” by saying, that uni- | 
versalism was a “dangerous doctrine !” | 
He took his text Matt. xxv. 46. “ These | 
shall go away,” &cc. He says, “ our friend in | 
remarks on the xxiv. chap. did “ tolerable” | 
well, and left his hearers to judge on that | 
subject. But, reader, what think you was_ 
his argument to disprove what I had con-| 
tended for, as the meaning of his text? The | 
substance was this—QG-“If this don’t) 
prove endless misery 1 don’t know what | 
does!!! Outer darkness was the portion of 
the wicked, says our antagonist—* I don’t 
know where it is, but it is somewhere !” Af- 
ter admitting that I had done “tolerable” 
well in explaining the xxiv. chap. in doing 
which, I had proven that the “ coming of 
the Son of Man,” was in the days of the 
generation in which Christ spoke the words 
of the text, Mr. H. says, in all the majesty 
of his own greatness, “never has Christ 
come yet—I know of no judgment day, if 
mankind were judged then—no candid man 
will say, that all nations have been gather- 
ed yet!!!” &c. &c. Reader, such is a spe- 
cimen of Mr, H’s. logic, who now triumphs 
as having obtained a victory over arguments 
founded on the plainest declarations of the 
wordof God! We pity his weakness—see 
the quotations referred to aboye, and then 
judge of the correctness of his assertions ! 
Once more and I have done. The gen- 
tleman observed, that God had no will or 
purpose, and said he would prove it. Hear 
him. {3° God says, I will have all men 
pray,” &c. Now, says Brother Hopkins, 
“we know that ali men donot pray. I have 
known two men who told me that they never 
prayed in their lives! !” Reader, will such 
talk as this, convince you that God Almigh- 
ty does not “work all things after the 
council of his own will?” Will you be so 
blind as to believe God has no will or pur- 
pose, when you read the words of Paul to | 
the Eph. i. 8, 9,10? No, you cannot! 
Nor can we believe the gentleman himself! 





sincere; for in a few moments he quoted | 
Heb. x. 7. Lo, I come (in the volume of the 
book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O 
God.” Ido not say that I give the exact 
words of Mr. Hopkins; but am confident 
the meaning of the gentleman is not yaried, | 
for before me are the notes taken at the | 
time with the greatest care. I forbear to 
make any further remarks on the argument 
of the gentleman, (if argument it may be 





the gospel, in order to enjoy salvation, and 
had shewn them that the gospel was “ good 
news which should be to all people ;” he, 
in face of the truth, declared that I had 
acknowledged, in their presence, that I 
did not know what to believe in order to 
obtain salvation! ! Forgive him heaven! 
He was interrupted and requested to con- 
fine himself to facts. This is not all. As if 
determined to make good the old maxim, he 
then roundly asserted, that he never told 
me (as above stated) that the grace of God 
which bringeth salvation, was the light of 
nature, which had appeared to al/ men, 
Ye. 
The truth of this assertion remains to be 
seen, and I pledge myself either to make 
good the above statements of circumstances, 
or to acknowledge candidly that I labor 
under an egregious mistake. Understanding 
that the gentleman is yet engaged in propa- 
gating stories, and that he has obtained of 
his connexions their statement in writing, 
which is thought by those who have seen it, 
to militate with the above—I now call on 
Mr. Hopkins to let it no longer remain se- 
cret, and take the liberty to say, that no ex- 
ertion on my part shall be wanting to ascer- 
tain the truth with respect to the matter of 
difference between us. Inthe mean time, 
Mr. H. will excuse me, if I insist on an an- 
swer in writing, to the following questions : 

1. Did you not on the fourth inst. say to 
me that you was averse to any personal 
controversy on religious subjects ; and did 
you not say, that you was willing to meet 
me at any convenient time and place, and 
discuss the subject under proper regula- 
tions ;—and did you not yourself state the 
conditions willingly for the debate in pub- 
lic ? 

2. If so, what induced you to tell your 
congregation at Lewiston, the sabbath fol- 


! . . . 
lowing, in the course of your exercises, that 


I had challenged you to meet me in such 
way, that you could not avoid the contro- 


iversy;—and what authority had you for 


saying that I wanted an opportunity to dis- 
play my talents ? 

3. Did you not misrepresent me when 
you said in the course of the debate at the 
Falls, that I had acknowledged I did not 
know what to believe in order to be saved ; 
—and did you not know that such state- 
ment was false ? 

4. Did you tell the truth, when you in- 
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foruuea « pwrsou it Lewiston, that aiter our cently formed in the village of Little Falls: 


debate at the Falls, you politely requested 
me to sit down, and converse with you on 
the subject of a certain contradiction be- 
tween us, and that I would not, and called 
you many hard names, and abused you ? 

5. Did you not in the course of our con- 
versation, on the 4th inst. contend that the 
received text in Tit. ii. 11, 12. was correct, 
and that the marginal reading was not; 
and when I objected to your ideas on that 
t-xt, and told you that it could not be cor- 
rect, because the grace of God that bring- 
eth salvation had not appeared to all men, 
did you not say it had? If you answer yes, 
as you must if you tell the truth, 1 ask you 
as a candid man, 

6. What answer did you give to the ques- 
tion I then put, which was as near as can 
be recollected, in the following words: 
“ What is that grace of God which bringeth 
salvation, which hath appeared to all men? 

With suitable deference to your age and 
experience, and with humble confidence in 
the candor of an enlightened public, I am, 

L. 8S. EVERET. 

*,* Mr. Hopkins is informed that if he 
feels himself aggrieved or misrepresented in 
the above, that the columns of this paper are 
open for any investigation, if couched in 
language agreeable to the constitution of the 
Advocate. We therefore pledge ourselves 
that no unfairness shall be permitted on 
either side, Epiror. 

MINUTES AND CIRCULAR 
OF THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVER- 

SALISTS, IN THE STATE OF NEW-YORK, 

For 1823. 

The Ministers, Messengers and Dele- 


of Universalists, assembled in the school- 
house at Fly-Creek, town of Otsego, ac- 
cording to adjournment the past year, on 
Wednesday morning, June 4, 18233; and 
opened the Council with solemn prayer by 
Brother Wm. Underwood. 

Organization of the Councii. 

1. Appointed Brother Nathaniel Stacy, 
Moderator; and Brothers Stephen R. 
Smith and Pitt Morse, Clerks. 

2. The credentials of the delegates, and 
Yetters from the churches and societies were 
read; which gave us the pleasing intelli- 
gence, that notwithstanding all opposition, 
believers generally stand firm in the “ faith 
once delivered to the saints,” and many 
have been added to their numbers the year 
past. - 


and Salisbury, Herkimer county, and Onop. 
daga, Onondaga county, and Walton, De. 
laware county, to be received. into fellow. 
ship with this association. 


Voted to grant said requests. 


4. Appointed Brothers N. Stacy, 5, 
Jones, and E. Ferris, a committee to take 
into consideration, the propriety of granting 
letters of fellowship, or ordination on request 
made during this session, and report their 
proceedings thereon forthwith. - 

| % [Here follows the order of the public 
‘service on Wednesday. | 

| 6. After public worship, the council re. 
| sumed business, and after attending for ¢ 
season to the incumbent duties of the asso. 
‘ciation, adjourned to meet on Thursday 
morning, 7 o’clock. 

Prayer by Brother Green. 

Thursday morning, convened agreeably 
ito adjournment, and opened council with 
. prayer by Brother S. A. Skeele. 

7. The committee, appointed to consider 
all applications for fellowship and ordina- 
tion, reported in favor of giving letters of 
fellowship to Brothers Benjamin Hickox 
and Ezra S. Goodwin, as preachers of the 
everlasting gospel; and conferring ordina- 
tion on Brothers Amos Reed, Arthur Field 
and Henry Boberts. 

The association accepted the report, and 
proceeded to give letters and ordination ac- 
cordingly. 

8. Received requests from a number of 
societies for the organization of branch as- 
sociations in the following places, viz. One 
in Cayuga county and its vicinity, to be 
called the “ Cayuga Association,” and one 
in Jefferson county and its vicinity, to be 
called the “ Black River Association,” 
and one in Chenango county and its vicini- 
ty, to be called the “ Chenango Associa- 
tion.” 

Resolved, That it is proper to organize 
such associations; and consequently pro- 
ceeded to appoint visiting committees, as 
follows : ' 

Brs. Stacy, Ackley, and Potter, to attend 
the Chenango association, on the first Wed- 
nesday and Thursday in Sept. next, at Ox- 
ford. S.R. Smith, Miles and Jones, to at- 
tend the Cayuga association, on the second 
Thursday and Friday in Sept. next. Brs. 
S. R. Smith, Jones and Lisher, to attend the 
Black River association, on the second Wed- 
nesday and Thursday in October next. 

9. Voted, That brothers Stacy, Skeele, 
Whitnell and Ackley, be a committee to at- 





3. Received requests from socicties re- 


tend the Genesee association, on the fourth 














Wednesday and Thursday in Sept. next, at 
Pittsford, Ontario county. 

[Here follows the order of the public ex- 
ercises on Thursday. | 

10. After public worship, resumed busi- 
ness, and 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
to digest and report to the next association, 
an entire history in one book, of the proceed- 
ings of this body from its commencement to 
the present time. 

Therefore, appointed brothers Stacy, S. 
R. Smith, and Lisher, the said committee. 

11. On receiving a request from brother 
Edwin Ferris,to withdraw fromthe connex- 
ion of the western association, not abandon- 
ing his faith in universal salvation, nor the 
duties of the ministry, but on account of mi- 
nor differences of opinion. And whereas, 
nothing appeared against the moral or relig- 
ious deportment of Br. Ferris—Therefore, 

Resolved, That this association has no 
power, nor inclination to retain brother Fer- 
ris, contrary to his wish, or the dictates of 
his own conscience. 

12. Appointed Brs. Underwood, Stacy 
and Miles, a committee of discipline for the 
year ensuing. ; 

13. Voted, That Br. Stacy prepare the 
Minutes for publication, and accompany 
them with a Circular ; and that 1,500 cop- 
ies be printed. 

14. Voted, That this association be ad- 
journed to meet in Madison, county of Mad- 
ison, the first Wednesday and Thursday in 
June, 1824, 

Br. Miles returned thanks, and the coun- 
cil adjourned. 

N. STACY, Moderator. 


3. R. Smirn, and Pirr Morssr, Clerks. 





Societies in connexion, 66 
—— represented by delegates, 21 
Churches in fellowship, 12 
Ministers present, 20 

absent, 16 
Monies received for printing, $21.00 
—— paid out, 17.00 
—— remaining, 4.00 


CIRCULATING LETTER, ror 1823. 


The Western Association of Universalists 
in annual session in Otsego, June 4th, and 
5th, 18233 to the several churches, societies 
and individuals in fellowship, and to all of 
every sect, order and denomination,to whom 
this epistle shall come ; wishing grace, mer- 
cy and peace, from God our Father, and 
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Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 

With renewed sensations of gratitude to 

God, we present to you the doings of the 
western association, on the 18th session 
from its first organization. By which you 
will learn that an increased number of min- 
istering brethren attended : that four new 
societies were added to the association ; twa 
brethren, who have recently entered into the 
labors of the universal husbandman, not 
through the instrumentality of theological 
seminaries, but under the divine tuition of 
him, who who teaches not for doctrine the 
commandments of men, but who teaches, 
and “ speaketh as never man spake,” re- 
ceived letters of fellowship; three brethren 
received ordination, and three new branch 
associations were established within the for- 
mer limits of this association. The business 
of the council was conducted with that can- 
dor, christian charity and affection, which 
should ever characterize the disciples of our 
divine Master. Our brethren who were 
called to the desk, spoke with the demon- 
stration of the spirit, and with power; while, 
as if to consummate our felicity on this hap- 
py occasion, anumerous auditory, consisting 
of, at least, between two and three thousand, 
gave unwearied and devout attention to the 
word. 
Brethren—You feel unspeakably inter- 
ested in the promulgation of that éruth which 
has happified your souls, and made them 
free. What then can fill your mind, with 
more delightful sensations, and raise your 
souls with more sincere exercises of grati- 
tude to the beneficent author of our religion, 
than to retrospect for a few moments, and 
compare our infancy in.this part of the her- 
itage of our Lord, with the present state of 
the Universal church ? 


But a few years have elapsed since the 
seed of this blessed hope was first sown in 
these parts, through the instrumentality of 
the preached word. Eighteen years ago 
this season, the feeble instrument who now 
has the honor of addressing you, first visit- 
ed this western country. But a solitary so- 
ciety, organized the preceding year, and 
three ministering brethren, (myself making 
a third), exclusive of the city of New York, 
were all that could be mustered in this state. 
Our labors were indefatigable, amidst con- 
flicting, and (to every being, except those 
who were able to trust in the living God, 
who is the Saviour of all men), discourag- 
ing scenes. And although some extremely 
unpleasant events took place, which shortly 





from the Lord Jesus Christ. 





lopped off oge from our little connexion, 
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still the truth gradually took in the minds of 
some, and an enlarged field for laborers be- 
gan to open. In July, that season, we ap- 
pointed, and held a conference in the town 
of Burlington, county of Otsego, in which 
our few ministering brethren, and a number 
of believers from the adjacent towns assem- 
bled. And seeing the want of laborers in 
this part of the vineyard of our Lord, we u- 
nanimously agreed to apply to the general 
convention of New England for a visiting 
committee to meet with us the next year, 
and assist in organizing an association in 
this region. Our prayer washeard. And 
the June following, we met in the town of 
Columbus as an association, for the first 
time inthe state of New York. A small 
congregation attended, Noconsecrated dome 
opened its gilded doors for our reception ; 
but the verderous foliage of the forest consti- 
tuted our canopy, and the trunks and frag- 
ments of fallen trees our seats. ‘There we 
listened with a rapture never before realized 
by us, to a dispensation of the word of life. 
Our eastern brethren, (Hosea Ballou, Paul 
Dean and Joshua Flagg,) labored, and their 
labours were not in vain. The spark took, 
the flame began to enkindle, and the truth 
totriumph. And although her progress has 
not been attended with that rapidity that 
characterizes an awakening, founded upon 
the fermentation of heated passions, yet she 
has walked forth in the majesty of her 
Strength, and borne down all opposition, 
{for eyery thing has been opposed to her 
that the ingenuity of the carnal mind could 
invent,) not by dint of human literature, nor 
the strong hand of civil authority, but by 
the energy of her own power; till she 
starts, a giant, * putting to flight the armies 
of the aliens?” Where then you saw three 
societies, (for three were all that were re- 
presented in the first association,) you now 
see not only three score and six, for this ex- 
éludes the numerous societies belonging to 
the Genesee branch, but you may look far- 
ther west and south, and see in the state of 
Ohio, societies, churches and associations, 
and even in Indiana and other states, socie- 
ties, arising in rapid succession ! 

With this view before us, who, among 
ys, but must feel their hearts glow with 
those sincere exercises of gratitude to “ the 
author and finisher of our faith,” which 
shall stimulate to a renewed resolution to 
persevere, by divine grace, in the heavenly 
calling? Not only in holding fast the pro- 
fession of our faith without wavering, but in 
adhering inflexibly to the life-giving pre- 


cepts of our divine Redeemer. For in yain, | 


brethren, do we recommend the excellency 
of our religion to the world, while our daily 
deportment shows a total indifference to its 
sacred injunctions. If you wish, then, to see 
the universal spread of the gospel of life, 
show that there is a divine reality in it. 
Practice that self-denial, that forbearance, 
that unanimity among yourselves, that cha- 
rity and love towards enemies and all man. 
kind, which it demands, and you will ex. 
hibit to the world that it makes man happy, 
and they will receive it. 

Brethren, in the ministry, while your 
hands are made strong, and your hearts 
glad by the increase of your numbers; 
while the opposers of the doctrine you in- 
culcate recede from an ingenuous contest, 
enabling you to take the field in triumph; 
be affectionately admonished ever to recol- 
lect from whence your help comes, and 
whence your victory is obtained. It is not 
because you are men of more profound eru- 
dition, of superior endowments, or more 
scrutinizing discernment ; but because God 
has been pleased to give you an understand- 
ing of his truth: evincing the divine au- 
thenticity of that sound testimony, “ the 
race is not to the swift nor the battle to the 
strong.” Therefore be humble. Let not the 
enemy get an advantage over you by in- 
flating your vanity, or puffing you up with 
spiritual pride. Rejoice not over a falling 
enemy, “ but rather rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven 3” and that you dis- 
cover salvation equally sure to all our race. 
Study to maintain a meek and quiet spirit. 
Treat with becoming tenderness all who op- 
pose you; and by a “ patient continuance 
in well doing,” put to silence the tongue of 
slander. 

To those who are wavering, to those who 
are secking, and to those who feel essential- 
ly opposed to the doctrines we embrace, we 
would simply observe, in the fear of God; 
that the great object of our pursuit is TRUTH. 
We would not embrace error ourselves, nor . 
invite others thereunto. But after a faithful 
and prayerful investigation, we are fully 
persuaded of the truth of what we declare ; 
and of its salutary and happifying influence 
upon mankind. We affectionately, then in- 
vite you to a dispassionate examination. Ii 
you have no interest in supporting error, 
and we are well persuaded you can have 
no genuine interest, why shrink from ex- 
posing your sentiments for public investiga- 
tion? If you are honest seekers after truth, 
why unwilling to examine all things, “ prove 
all things, that you may “hold fast thaf 
which is good!” Permit us, dear friends, te 
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exhort you, for the sake of your dearest in-; of punishment after death. The following 


terest, your best good, to give the senti-' 
“is entitled to credit unless delivered under 


ments you have espoused, as well as all 
others presented to you, a close and critical 
examination, prayerfully comparing them 
with the divine word. And we firmly be- 
lieve you will be undeceived, and be enabled 
to rejoice in the full assurance, that God 
will “ gather together in one all things in 
Christ; both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth, even in him.” 

Finally—Brethren, sisters and friends, 
may God be graciously pleased to direct us 
all by the spirit of heavenly wisdom, while 
in this tabernacle, and give us, at last, “a 
seat among them that are sanctified.” A- 
men. By order, 

NATHANIEL STACY. 


NOTICE 
Is hereby given, that the General Con- 


vention of Universalists of the New-Eng- | plishment of his designs ? 


land states and others, will be holden in the 
village of Clinton, town of Paris, and coun- 
ty of Oneida, N. Y. on the third Wednes- 
day and Thursday m September next. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 


““WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS BEAR RULE THE 
PEOPLE REJOICE.” 


A Law Question decided in favor of free- 
dom and liberal principles. 


At a circuit court holden in the county 
of Onondaga, before his honor E. T. 
Throop, Esq. judge for the 7th circuit, a 
cause between Henry Seymour vs. Joseph 
Otis, was tried. In the course of the trial, a 
witness was called and objected to, on the 
ground of his disbelief in punishment after 
death. It was proved that the witness had 
frequently said, that he believed that Christ 
made an atonement for all, and that all 
would be saved. He believed in the Scrip- 
tures, the existence of a God, and the divin- 
ity of Christ—but he always argued that 
when people die they enter into happiness. 
His honor judge Throop, did not hesitate a 
moment in deciding, that to reject such a 
witness, would be a violation of the rights 
guaranteed to the people by our free and 
liberal constitution. ‘The name of such an 
honorable and liberal minded man as judge 
Throop will live and be revered, while that 
of Ambrose Spencer will be deservedly for- 
gotten! Spencer, as a Lawyer, perhaps ex- 
ceeds all of his age; but his arbitrary and des- 


potic principles, are to be deprecated. Judge ' 


Spencer said, to entitle a witness to credit, 





he must believe in the ungenerous doctrine j out natural aflections.” 


is in his own words :—“ And no testimony 


“the solemnity of an oath which comes 
“ home to the conscience of the witness, and 
“will create a tie arising from his belief 
“that false swearing would expose him to 
“ punishment in the life to come.” 18 John- 
“‘son’s Reports, 106. 
' A SUBSCRIBER. 
Onondaga County, 16th July, 1823. 





From the Gospel Herald. 


In conversing with a calvinist a few days 
ago, he maintained earnestly, that the de- 
signs of God must certainly be accomplish- 
ed, and that he could not create without de- 
sign. _ 1 wished him to say, whether the de- 
signs of God were good? Undoubtedly, was 
the reply. ‘Then do you believe any possi- 
ble circumstance can prevent the accom- 
Certainly not, 
for he hath spoken, and it must stand fast. 
Then, sir, by your own declaration, you al- 
low the doctrine for which I contend,and the 
result of your principles, as now confessed, 
is Universal Salvation. He saw the con- 
clusion was irresistible, and pleaded business 
as an excuse to drop the subject. How true 
it is, that he who would save a part, must 
refer to principles on which all must stand ; 
and he who would furnish a proof of the 
misery ofa part, is most certainly prepar- 
ing misery forthe whole. Their arguments 
always prove too much, for their purpose. 

Verite. 





Technical Terms. 


Among the terms most in vogue with re 
ligionists, are “ nature and grace.” They 
talk of being changed from nature to grace. 
Now we should not be surprised, if the at- 
tempt was made, to see 999 out of 1000 fail 
of giving a correct deftnition of the terms 
they use so frequently. The popular relig- 
ious publications of the day, are continually 
harping about nature and grace. Pray, 
gentlemen, what do you mean by the words ? 
Are we to understand you to mean, that you, 
when changed from nature to grace, are al- 
together divested of those feelings, passions 
and sensibilities which are natural to the 
children of men? What is this grace you 
talk so much about, and which, it seems, 
when you escape from your nature, you 
come into possession of? Please to: answer 
these queries, and to remember, that Pau! 
did not approve of those who were “ with- 
Gos. Her. 
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From Blackwood’s Magazinc. 


THERE IS A TONGUE IN EVERY 
LEAF. 
There is a tongue in every leaf! 
A voice in every rill! 
A voice that speaketh every where, 
In flood and fire through earth and air ; 
A tongue that’s never still. 


Tis the Great Spirit, widely diffused 
Through every thing we see, 

That with our spirits communeth 

Of things mysterious—Life and Death, 
Time and Eternity ! 


I see Him in the blazing sun, 
And in the thunder cloud ; 

I hear Him in the mighty roar 

That rusheth through the forest hoar, 
When winds are piping loud. 


I see Him, hear Him, every where, 
In all things—darkness, light, 
Silence, and sound ; but most of all, 
When slumber’s dusky curtains fall, 

At the dead hour of night. 


T feel Him in the silent dews, 
By grateful earth betrayed ; 

I feel Him in the gentle showers, 

The soft south wind, the breath of flowers, 
The sunshine and the shade. 


And yet (ungrateful that I am !) 
I’ve turn’d in sullen mood 
From all these things, whereof He said, 
When the great whole was finished, 
That they were “ very good.” 


My sadness on the loveliest things 
Fell like unwholesome dew— 
The darkness that encompass’d me, 
The gloom I felt so palpably, 
Mine own dark spirit threw. 


Yet He was patient—slow to wrath, 
Though every day provoked 
By selfish, pining discontent, 
Acceptance cold or negligent, 
And promises revoked. 


And still the same rich feast was spread 
I’or my insensate heart— 

Not always so—I woke again, 

To join Creation’s rapturous strain, 


“O Lord, how good Thou art !” 


The clouds drew up, the shadows fled, 
The glorious sun broke out, 
And love, and hope, and gratitude, 
Dispell’d that miserable mood 
Of darkness and of doubt. 


INGRATITUDE. Ses 

Among all evils, there are none worse 
than those arising from religious conten. 
tions. A few months since, this section of 
our country, was in a state of religious jar- 
gon and contention. Presbyterians were ar. 
rayed against Methodists—Episcopalians 
were contending against Calvinists; and 
Calvinists were anxious to return the com- 
pliment. The Baptists were against the 
Arminians, and they against the Baptists! 
In short, every man’s hand was against his 
neighbor, and to the uninterested beholder, 
the whole presented a scene of bloodless 
warfare! But no sooner was the trumpet of 
the gospel of peace on earth, good will to 
men, sounded in their ears, than the wea- 
pons of their warfare were grounded, and 
one would have been led to suppose that 
their spears were beat into pruning-hooks! 
But O, the ingratitude of the human heart! 
Forgetful of the cause of their quietness, 
they no sooner had time to recover their 
strength, than the tocsin of war was sounded 
around the standard of “ endless wretch- 
edness,” and the whole multitude were unit- 
ed, and yet continue to bite the hand that 
fed them, and rail against those who bro’t 
them peace, and imprecate with vilest abuse 
their friends the Universalists ! ! 

OLD HONESTY. 

Munificent Act—We understand, sats 
the Baltimore Patriot, that the late John 
Oliver, in his last will bequeathed $20,000 
tothe Hibernian Society of Maryland, for 
the purpose of establishing a Free-School, 
for the education of children of both sexes, 
and of all religious denominations. 

TO OUR PATRONS. 

{> The Editor of the Gospel Advocate 
for two weeks past, has labored under a se- 
vere illness, which will serve as an excuse 
for the want of original matter in our col- 
umns of this week. His health, requires @ 
temporary suspension of his labors ; but he 
hopes through the blessing of God, to be a- 
ble soon to resume his pen, and contribute to 
the dissemination of gospel truth. In the 
mean time, it is fondly presumed, that the 
friends of this paper, in this Village and 
elsewhere,will not fail to enrich its columns, 
with their accustomed promptitude in mat- 
ters of such importance. 


— 


———~ 
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